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DISSERTATIONS 


ON THE 


REVELATIONS. 
CHAP. V.. 


1 Ann I saw in the right hand of him 
that sat on the throne, a book written within 
' and on the backside, sealed with seven seals. 
xc. 


Future events are supposed by st. John,. 
as well as by Daniel and other prophets, ina 


beautiful figure, to be registered in. a book, 


forthe greater certainty of them. This. book. 
is in the right hand of God, to denote that as 


he alone directs the affairs of futurity, so he 
alone is able to reveal them. This book, 


thro’ the abundance ofthe matter, was write. 


ten within and on the backside ; as the roll of 
the book, which was spread before E.zekiel, 
‘vas written within and without. It was ita 
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sealed, to signify that the decrees of God are 
inscrutable, g hei sealed wild seven seals, re- 
ferring to so many signal periods of proph. 
ecy. In short we should conceive of this 
book, that it was such an one as the ancients 
used, avolume or roll of a book, or more 
properly a book consisting of seven volumes, 
so that the opening of one seal laid open the 
contents only of one volume. All crea- 
tures are challenged to open the book, and to 
loose the seals thereof. But no one in heaven, 
nor in earth, neither under the earth, neither 
angels, nor men, nor departed spirits, were 
any of them qualified to comprehend and 
communicate the secret purposes of God. 
St. John wept much at the sad. disappoint- 
ment: but who now Is concerned or grirv- 
ed, that he cannot understand these prophe- 
cies ? However he is comforted with an as- 
surance, that, there was one who had power 
and authority to reveal and accomplish the 
counsels of God. The Son of God, and he 
alone, was found worthy to be the great re- 

vealer and interpreter of his Father’s oracles. 


Whereupon the whole church, and all angels, 


and all creatures sing praises to God and to 
the Lamb for such glorious manifestations of 


divine providence. All this is by way of 


preface or introduction, to show the great 
dignity, arya and excellence of the 
prophecies here delivered, 
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rHE PROPHECIES. 
The opening of the seven seals. 
CHAP. V1. 


1 Anpv I saw when the Lamb opened one 
of the seals, and I heard as it were the noise 
of thunder, one of the four beasts saying, 
Come, and see. 

2 And I saw, and behold, a white horse ; 
and he that sat on him had a bow, and a 
crown svas given untohim, and he went forth 
conquering, and to conquer. 


As the seals are opened in order, so the 
events follow in order tuo. The first seal 
or period proclaimed by the first of the four 
living creatures, who was like a lion, and 
had his station in theeast. And J saw, and 
bebold, a white horse; and he :hat sat on him 
had a bow, and a crown was given unto him, 
and be went forth eoiquering, and to couquer. 
This first period ‘commenceth with Vespa- 
sian and Titus, who from commanding in 
the east were advanced to the empire; and 
Vespasian for this reason was regarded, both 
by Romans and foreigners, as that great prin- 
ce who was to come out of the east, and ob- 
tain dominion over the world. They went 
forth to conquer ; for they made an entire 
congest of Judea, destroyed Jerusalem, and 
carried the Jews captive into allnations. As 
these prophecies were written a few years be- 























en. AS SSD ee o - 
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fore the destruction of Jerusalem, th¢y prop. 
erly begin with some allusion to that mem. 
orable event ; and a short allusion was suffi. 
cient, our Saviour himself having inlarged 
so much upon all the particulars. The dow,| 
the white horse, aud the crown are proper 
emblems of victory, triumph, and royalty ; 
and the proclamation for conquest is fitly 
made by a creature like a lion. This period 
contined during the reigns of the Flavian 


family andthe short reign of Nerva, abot 
28 years. 


3 And when he had opened the second 
seal, 1 heard the second beast say, come and 
sec. 

4 And therewent out another horse shat 
was red: and power was given to him that 
sat thereon, to take peace from the earth, 
and that they should kill one another: and 
there was given unto him a great sword. 


The scond seal or period 1s noted for . war 
and slaughter, and was proclaimed by the 
second living creature, who was like an ox, 
and had his station inthe west. And there 
went out another horse that was red: and 
power was given to him that sat thereon, to 
take peace from the earth, and that they 
should kill one another ; and there was giv- 


en unto him a great sword, This secend pe- 
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riod eommenceth with Trajan, who came 
from the west, being a Spaniard by birth, 
and was the first foreigner who was elevated 
to the imperial throne. In his reign and that 
of his successor Adrian there were horrid 
wars and slaughters, and especially between | 
the rebellious yews and the Romans. Dion 
relates, that the Jews about Cyrene slewof = | 
the Romans and Greeks two hundred and 

twenty thousand men with the most shock- 3 
ing circumstances of barbarity. In Egypt : 
also and in Cyprus they committed the like 
barbarities, and there perished two hundred 
and forty thousand men more, But the Jews 
were subdued in their turn by Lucious and 
the other generals sent against them by Tra- 


ul jan. Eusebius writing of the same time saith 
‘CBS §=6rthat the Jews inflamed as it were by some 
5 violent and seditious demon, in the first con- 
flict gained a victory over the Gentiles, who 


flying to Alexandria took and killed the Jews 

in the city. The emperor sent Marcius Tur- 
r bo against them, with great forces by sea and : 
land; who’in manv battles slew many a 
myriads of the Jews. The emperor also sus- 
pecting that they might make the like com- 
motions in Mesopotamia ordered Lucious 
Quietus to expell them out of the province, 
who marching against them slew a very 
great multitude of them there. Orosius 
treating of the same time savs, that the Jews 
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with an incredible commotion, made wild as 
it were with rage, rose at once in different 
parts ofthe earth. For throughout all Lib. 
ya they waged the fiercest wars against the 
inhabitants, and the country was almost des. 
elated. Egypt also and Cyrene and Theba. 
is they disturbed with cruel seditions. but 
in Alexandria they were overcome in battle. 
In Mesopotamia also war was made upon the 
rebellious Jews by the command of the em- 
peror. So that many thousands of them were 
destroyed with vast slaughter. ‘hey utter- 
ly destroyed Salamis, a city of Cyprus, hav- 
ing first murdered all the inhabitants. These 
things were transacted in the reign of ‘Tra- 
jan ; and in the reign of Adrian was their 
great rebellion under the false Messiah Bar- 
chochab, and their final dispersion, after fifty 
of their strongest castles and nine hundred 
and eighty five of their best towns had been 
demolished, and after five hundred and eigh- 
ty thousand men had been slain by the sword, 
besides multitudes that perished by famin 
sickness and other casualties, with great 
loss and slaughter too of the Romans, inso- 
much that the emperor forbore the usual sal- 
utations in his letters tothe senate. Here 
was another illustrious triumph of Christ o- 
ver his enemies ; and the Jews and Romans, 
both the persecutors of the Christians, were 
xemarkably made the dreadful executioners 
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of divine vengeance upon one another. The 
reat sword aud the red borseare expressive 
emblems of this slaughtering and bloody 
period ; and the proclamation for slaughter 
is fitly made by a creature like an ox that is 
destined for slaughter. This period contin- 
ued during the reigns of Trajan and his suc- 
cesosrs by blood or adoption about 95 years. 
To be continued. 





LETTER TO A METHODIST 
MINISTER. 


Dear Broruer in Cureisrt, 


As he whom the Son maketh free is free 
indeed, there remains no occasion for any 
other bondage than that which is imposed 
by charity, which is the bond of perfegtness. 
This being our freedom, whatever charity 
dictates we may not hesitate to do, and 
wherever cha.ity would lead, we may not 
hesitate togo. The differences in particu- 
lar tenets imbibed by those who are called 
of God, ever ought to be kept in subjec- 
tion to the power of that love which al ne 
distinguishes the discipies of our divine 
master ; for it is evident be yond all dispute 
that these differences have arisen, not from 
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the clearness, but the shecurity of mental vige- 


ion. Therefore, whoever withholds fellows, a at 
ship from his fellow. servant on account of' IB fa 
those differences, must be more under the e 
influence of a carnal, than a spiritual mind. 

In conformity to the above considerations, be 








1 have introduced this epistle with a design ol 
to discharge what I fecl to be my duty tow.  t 
ardsone whom I am willing to own asa JM Vt 
brother in the faith once delivered to the al 


saints, anda fellow-laborer in the ministry tc 
of reconciliation. 7p 
Although the design of this communticas v 
tion is to present to your mind a more scrip- ~~ 
tural view of a certain passage of scripture, ff 2 
than it appears to me you at present have, E- f 

wish not tocommunicate an idea that I am 
able to give you any general informationin we 
the scriptures, or that you stand in half the ¢ 
c 


need of instruction that your fellow servant 
does. 
If I shauld be so happy as to succeed, int, 


my present undertaking, I hope you will 
consider me in some measure as deserving 
a return which may be profitable to me, as 


I hope my labors, by the blessing of God, , 
may be made to vou. 

In your Sermon last Thursday evening 
from 2d. Cor. this clause of the 5th verse, , : 
“‘F.xamine yourselves whether ye be in the, ) 
faith,’? you had occasion to speak of the same 
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apostle,s words tothe Heb. xi. 1. ‘Now 
faith is the substance of things hoped for, the 
evidence of things not seen.” 

This faith you suggested was a realizing 
belief of the gospel, ora real gospel belief in 
one who experiences the knowledge of the 
truth. I donot pretend to use your words 
vérbatim, but the sense, 1 have no doubt, I 
am correct in. Now what I wish to bring 
to your view is, that the word faith in the 


} passage quoted from Heb. means something 


very distinct from that exercise of the mind 
which takes cognizance of a fact through’ the 


>) medium of evidence, which exercise is our 
} faith, or beliefof areal or a supposed fact. 


In the first place, permit me to state the 
several subjects which must exist as prere- 
ee ofa true gospel faith or belief 

Christ 

Secondly, I will endeavor to show that the 
faith spoken of in Heb. is not the result of 
those pterequisitions. And, 

Thirdly, willattempt an illustration of the 
passage in Heb. by the help of other scrip- 
tures. 

ist. As prerequisitions of 3 a faith or belief 
in Christ, as in all other things where belief 
is well founded, the thing to be. believed 
must exist, and that independent of our be- 
living it. 


2d. The thing to be believed must lie se 
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far hid from us, as not be comprehended a. 
mong those things of which we have a posi- 
tive knowledge, as we have of those tangible 
objects with which we are familiar. 

3d. Suitable evidences, or witnesses of the 


fact to be believed must have a proper ac- § 


tion, as witnesses, on the mind. When 
these circumstances all «xist,a belief.in the 
thing thus witnessed to the mind, Is the ef. 
fect. 

Secondly.. Iam to show that the faith 
spoken of in Heb. isnot the result of those 
prerequisitions. This faithisthe Sussray- 
cE of things hoped for, the EVIDENCE of 
things not seen. Inthe case of our beliey- 
ing, the iAing believed is one thing; the ¢v- 
idence by which we believe is another thing, 
and our. belief, which is a consequence aris- 
ing from the two former, is another. thing. 
But the faith in our text is both the szb- 
stance and the evidence, in and by which we 
believe and hope for things unseen. And as 
out-belief can never justly be said.either to 
be the thing.in which we believe, or the ey- 
idence by which we believe, so our belief, 
Jet it be ever soreal, true or efficacious as to 
its spiritual virtue, can never be justly said 
to be the faith of which St. Paul spake. 

Thirdly, Lam. to attempt, an illustration 
of the passage in Heb, by the help of other 
seriptures, One of the most plain-passages 
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which serves to set our text inits true scrip- 


tural light, isin Rom. iii. 3, &c. “For what 


| if'some did not believe ? shall their unbeliet 


wiake the rartH of Gop without effect > 
God forbid.”’ As the unbelief o6f’man is ex- 
actly the'reverse of belief, so it as fully ren- 


| dérs his belief of no effect, as lis belief ma- 


Kes his uhbélief ofno effect. But the rarrx 
of Gon is neither strengthened by our belief 
nor weakened by our unbelief. And here 


» itis necessary to observe, that God cannot 


be justly said to BeL1Eve any thing, be- 
cause he possesses no knowledge which 
comes to: him through the medium of evi- 
dance ; therefore it is not proper to say that 
the faith of God is his belief. 

By looking at the context of the quota- 
tion from Rom. we ste that the oracles of 
God were what’some did not believe, which 
ORACLES are the rarrn of God, which can- 
not be made without effect by the unbehef 
of those to whom those oracles wefe given. 
Those oracles are spoken of by St. Stepher: 
in Acts vii. 38. ‘*This is he that was in the 
Church inthe wilderness, with the Angel 
which spake to him in the Mount Sinai, 
atid with our fathers : who received the live- 
lyoracLes to giveunto us.” Again, by 
St. Paul to the Heb. v. 12. “For when for 
the tinie ye ought 'to be teachers, yd have 
need that one teach you again which be the 
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first principles of the oracles of God ; -and | 
are become:such as have need of milk; and 


not of strong meat.”? Again, see 1. Peter, 


iv. 10,11. ‘*Asevery man hath received § 
the gift, even so minister.the same one to § 


another, as good stewards of the manifold 
grace of God. If any man speak, let him 
speak as the oracles of God.”’ Here it may 
be well to mention that the oracles of. the 
first covenant were committed to the Jew- 
ish Church in the wilderness, which cove- 
nant was but a type of that which St. Paul 
spake in Heb. viii. 6, 7. ‘But now hath he 


obtained a more excellent ministry, by how 


much also he is the mediator of a detter cov- 
enant, which was established upon Jbetter 


promises.. For if that first covenant had been | 
faultless,then should no place have been § 
sought for the second.’’ You will naturally § 


discover that the oracles of God, the manifold 


grace of God, and the Jdetter covenant of 


which Jesus is the Mediator, are all the sa- 
me thing in the passages above quoted, and 
are in fact the rartTH of Gop which the un- 
belief of the creature can never make with- 
out effect.. This better covenant isthe sud. 
stance of the things for which we hope, and 
it contains all the evidence by which we be- 
hieve. 
Though this subject is of vast importance, 
and though it admits of a very extensive 1+ 
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lustration by the help of the scriptures, yet 
I may justly suppose it to be made already 
sufficiently plain to the understanding of one 
who is studious in thescriptures. I will, 
however, add some observations explanato- 
ry of the word faith. ‘The word in Greek, 
(Heb. xi. 1.) is pistis, and is the substantive 
from which the adjective pistos comes, which 
is rendered faithful in Heb. ii. 19, “where. 
fore in all things it behoved him to be made. 
like unto his brethren, that he might be a 
merciful and faithful high priest, in things 
pertaining to God, to make reconciliation 
for the sins of the people.’’ Likewise see 2. 
Timothy ii. 13. ‘‘If we believe not, yet he 
abideth faithful ; he cannot deny himself,’’ 
Here the word rendered faithful is the same 
as in Heb. 11. 17. and comes from. piséis’ 
and agrees as above with the word in Heb. 
xi. 1. which is rendered faith. This last 
quotation is similar to that above quoted 
irom Rom. iit. 3. where the. word /aith 
comes from pistin, corresponding with the . 
other quotations. 

You see, dear sir, I have been particular, 
though concise. I have shown from the text 
itself, that our belief cangot be what is meant 
by that faith which is the substance of things 
hoped for, and the evidence of things not 
seen; I have illustrated the text by the 
help of other scriptures ; and Lhave shown 
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that the word faith, as it comes from the 
Greek of those passages which’ I have quo- 
ted, signifies the covenant and faithfelness 
of God. ‘This faithfulness is manifested in 
the covenant of promise, whith saith, “In 
thee and in thy seed shall‘ all nations be 
blessed.” ‘He is faithful who hath prom- 
ised.” | 

- By having a clear view of this subject, we 
see that the things contained-in the everlast- 
ing’covenant of God, ordered‘and in all thi- 
mgs suré, are the eternal’ unseen things, 
which, though they are the proper subjects 
of our belief, yet our unbeliet’ cannot make 
them without effect. For those things are 
not pursuant to our belief, but-our belief is 
pursuant to those’ eternal truths and realities 
of'God’s love finally to be manifested in our 
salvation. Qvr blief ofthose divine reali- 
ities;ifestablished in our mind, by virtue of 
the three which bear witness‘ on earth, the 
spirit, the wazer, and the dlsod; brings heav- 
efily things near to us; and we enjoy there- 
by an antipast of those things laid up foran 
innumerable multitude, who will finally be 
to the praise and glory of him who is our 
merciful and faithful high priest 

Il am, Dear Brother, yours in sincerity. 
HOSEA BALLOU. 

Rev. ASA KENT, Ministerine to the 


Methodist Sectety in Portsmouth, 
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NOTES ON THE PARABLES 


_OF THE — 
NEW-TESTAMENT-: 
CHAP. XVIII. Laft Paragraph. 


“Therefore is the kingdom of heaven likened unto a certain 
king, which would take actount of bis fervants: And 
a he bad begun to reckon, one was brought uuto him, 
which owed him 1 ten thoufand talents : ry forafmuch as 
be had not te pay, his Lord commanded him to be fold, 
and bis wife and children, and all that be had, and pay- 
ment te be made. -The fervant therefore fell down. apd 
worfripped bim, faying, Lord, have patience with mt, 
and.J will pay thee all. Then the Lord of thet. ferv- 
ant was moved with compaffion, loofed him, and forgave. 
him the debt. But the fame fervant went out, and found 
one of bis fellow fervants, which owed him an’ hundred 
pence ; and be laid bands on him, and took bim by the 

_ throat, faying pay me that thou oweft: And bis fellows 
fervant fell down at his feet, and befouzht. bim, fayings 
Have patience with mz, and I will pay thee all. And he 

would not: but went and caf bim into prifon, fill. he 

Soould pay the debt. So when biz fellow-fervants faw 

- what was dene, they were very forry, and came and 
told unto their Lord ail that was done. Then bis lord, 
after that he had called him, faid unto him, O thou wick. 
ed fervant, I forgave thee all that debt, becaufe thoude- 

Sreafi me Shouldcft aot thou alfo bape had compafion 
on thy fellew-fervant, even as 1 had pity on thee? And, 
bis lord was wroth, and delivered bim to the torment. 
ors, till he foould pay all that was due unto bim,”’ 


_ Fhe reader, by obferving the converfation between 
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Chrift and his difciples which immediately precedes thie 
parable, will learn, that the parable was inténded:to en- 
force the neceflity of forgiving one another. , 


The particulars of this parable, I ftate thus, 


t The great debt, which the finner owes by reafou 
of his tranfgreffion, is reprefented b~e fervant’s owing 
his lord ten thoufand talents. 


2 The impoffibility of a finners atoning for, or purify- 
iog himfelf from fin, is fignified by the fervant’s having 
Botto pay. - \ 


¢ The demand for vengeance on the foul, ‘made’ by 
the law, through the medium of a defiled and guilty 
confeience, is ment by the lord’s commanding the ferv- 
ant, bis wife, children and all that he had, to be fold, 
and payment to be made. 

4 Ahumble and contuite fpirit, and its fervent fup- 
plication for pardoning mercy and divine clemency, is 
Ggnified by the fervant’s falling down and defiring pa- 
tience, and even forgivnefs of the debt. 


g The condefcenfion of the Father of all mercies in 
forgiving a repenting fioner, is fhown by the lord’s loof- 
ing-the fervant and letting him go, having forgiven him 
the debt. : . 


6 The accoutabilty in which men ftand one to an- 
other, and the poffibility of their violating the truft in 
which thy are placed, is fhown by the forgiven fervant’s 
going out and finding one of his fellow-fervants who 
owed him an hundred pence. 


7 Tranfgreffion againft the pure principles and dic- 
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taces Of that grace by. whicln the foul is made free from 
condemnation, is fignified by the the unforgiving — tem- 


per of. mind. mamifefted. in. the laft mentioned credizas 
em his fellow-fervant. 


8 The forrow.of heart, felt by the true difciples of 
Chrift, at beholding. fuch a violauion of the pure prins 
ciples of chriftianity, is meant by the forrow. at the fel, 
low-fervants. 


9 That chriftians a ught to manifek their knawledge 
to COD of fuch a faule, by the f{pirit of humiliation 
and prayer, rather than to fancy themfelves arbiters of 
others’ offences,, is. intended by thofe fellow: fervants? 
coming and telling their Lord of the cBagrecable ¢ cir- 


wae which had happened, 





to That.thoie, who have pencued fealing ma 
tions of divine mercy.in the forgivenefs. of: fin, .o 
according to the forgivenefg which they have panty | 
to forgive \their. brethren of the feats race all, their 
tre{paffles ; fhewing to others the fame favor which. al! 
ftand i in infinite need of receiving from GOD, is fhown 
by the Lord’s.{faying to. the forgiven. but - unforgiving 
rn *‘Shouldeft not thou alfo have had..co 


thy fellow-fervang, even et j had pity on thee ? > 


rt That Gop will call to an account and feral iy 
chaftife his children who wickedly . depart from the 
grace which they have received, we underitand by the 
Lord’s committing the undutiful fervant to the tore 
meutors. 


12 “That althou gh in ‘mercy we may, obtain cabeal 
or forgivpels of the ss debt, writtep as with the 
of iron and with the point of a diamond on the tablets, 
of our.guilty hearts ; 5 Yet, it docs not Secure us from 
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contraGing other debte ; for, it is made evident ia oxy 
text, that though the ten thoufand talents were forgiv- 
en; and the fervant could not be called upon therefor, 
the debt being difcharged ; -yet, for hie cruelty -to his 
fellow-fervant his Lord committed him to the tormen- 
tors until he fhould pay all that was due to him. 
Tt is evident, that this debt is new, and of that kind 
which the fervant could pay, which is fimply to forgive 
his fellow-fervant. And it ought to fink deep into our 
minds, that our heavenly Father will do by us as the 
lord did by his fervant, if we do not from ovr hearts 
forgive every man his brethren their trefpaffes. 


CHAP. XX. First Paracgarn, 


‘S Por the kingdom of heaven is like unte aman that is ad 
houfbolder, which went ont earlyin the morning te 

' bire laborers into his vineyard. And when be had a- 
greed with the laborers for a penng @ day, he fent thems 
into the vineyard. Fc. Kind veader, you are defired 
so turnto your bible, and read this Parable before you 
perufe these Notes upon it. 


This parable contains the meaning of the words of 
Chrift in the clofe of the former chapter, where he faith, 
“But many that are firk thall be laft, and the laft tha}! 
be firft.” 


t The Pharifees are reprefented by the laborers who’ 
were firft hired, who bore the burden and heat of the 
day. 


a The difciples of Chrif, whom he called by his 
grace from among the publicane and finners, are intend- 
ed by thofe that were fent, or invited into the vineyard 
at the eleventh hour. 


‘3 Gon’s divine parpofe in makieg equal, .is intended 
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the houfholder’s paying the laborers all alike the 


fame fum. 


4 The great objection which the Pharifees held aga- 
inft Chrift and hie do&rine being this, he preached the 
fame fayor, life and falvation, to thofe whom they de- 
{pifed for their wickednefs, and for their vilenefs look- 
ed on them with utter contempt, as to themfelves who 


‘were fo holy in their own efteem, as to thank God that 


they were not like other men, is meant by the laborers 
murmuring at the good man of the houfe, faying, ‘Theie 
aft have: wrought but ove hour, and thou haft 
made them equal usto us, which have berne the burden 
and heat of the day. 


5 That publicang and harlots fhould enter the king- 
dom of heaven before the Scribes and Pharifees, is tho- 
wn by their receiving their money firft who were hired 
lat ; which aafwere to the faying alluded toy “The 
laft-fhal! be firft.’? | 


6 That the Pharifees would finally be accepted, 8 
feen in that thofe alfo who were firft hired received their 
penay laft; which anfwers to the faying alluded to “the 
firft thall be laft.”” : 


7 That the Pharifees had no reafon to find fault at. 


the falvation of thofe whom they called finners above 
themfelves, is meant by the houfholder’s faying to thofe 
who murmured, “Friend, I do thee no wrong.” 


8 That the evil and jealous eye with which the felf- 
righteous look on the gofpel falvation of finners is wound- 
ed with noththg but its divine goodnefs, is fhown by 
the queftion afked, “Is thine eye evil becaufe I am 
good 29 | a | 
g Of thofe who ebject to the juice of the Givati 
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of the ignorant, and thofe who are out of the way, the 
queftion is afked, **Is it not lawful for me to do what 


I will with mine own 2” 





OF THE PROMISES MADE 
'- “TO LHE FATHERS. 
OR 
THE. PILLARS OF THE 
CHRISTIANS FAITH. 


The.summary of the promises to be. ful- 
filed by Jesus Christ, is as follows ;—Gen. 
xii. 15—18. And the angel of the Jord call- 
ed unto Abraham -out of heaven the second 
timé, And said, By myself have I -sworn, 
saith the Lord, for ‘because thou hast done 
this thing, and ‘hast not w ith-held thy son, 
thine only son ; That in blessing I will bless 
theé, and in multiplying T will multiply thy 
seed as the stars of the heaven, and as_ the 
sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy 
seed shall possess the gate of his enemies : 
And in thy seed shall all'the nations of the 
earth be blessed ; because thou hast obeyed 
my ‘voice. Chap: XxV¥i-4. And I will make 
thy seed to multiply as the stars of heaven, 
and wall give unto thy, seed:all_ these. coun- 

tries ; and in thy seed:shall all the nations 
ofthe’ earth be blessé¢d: ‘°Chap." xxviii.’ 14. 
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And thy seed shall be‘as the dust ofthe earth; 
nd thou shalt spread abroad to the west3 
nd to the east, and to the north, and to the 
Kouth ; and in thee, and in thy seed, shall 
all the families of the earth be blessed...» 
> These promises connected with theadea 
Mof their fulfilment through Jesus Christ, are 
gthe great source from whence the real’chris+ 
tian’s faith spings. It was through faith im 
Hthe promises made nnto Abraham, that he 
Mbecame heir of the world. And, it isthro’ 
"faith in the same promises, that we become 
} the spiritual children of Abraham. ‘Other 
) foundations can no man lay then that which 
is laid.”? If we believe in these promises, we 
shall also believe in Jesus Christ-as -Abrae 
ham did, who foresaw his day and was glad. 
Because the promise, embraces the gift of 
» Jesus Christ, who is made unto us, wisdom, 
| righteousness, sanctificationand redemptiom 
It is to be observed, thatthe first clause 
ofthe promises, madeto Abraham, Isaae 
and Jacob, embraces the literal welfare of 
their posterity ; that they should be so nu- 
» merous, as the sand upon the sea-shore, and 
possess the gate of their enemies. And that 
the second clause, alludes to their, and the 
_ world’s spiritual welfare by Jesus Christ ;—= 
‘‘And in thy seed shall all the nations of the 
earth be blessed ;’? And, that this isthereal 
import of the promise, may be fully illustra. 
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my, (Sprig tothe Apostles :—Gal. iii. 
8, And the scripture, foreseeing that God 
would justify the heathen through faith, 


preached before the gospel unto Abrahan, § 


saying, in thee shall all nations be blessed. 
Verse 14, That the blessing of Abraham 
might come on the Gentiles thro’ Jesus 
Christ ; &c. Verse 16. Now to Abraham 
and his seed were the promjses made. He 
@aith not, and to seeds, as of many; but as 
fone, and tothy seed, which is Christ, 
Also, there is a passage in the third of Acts, 
25 and'26 verses, much tothe point ;—Ye 
are the children of the prophets, and of the 
covenant which God made with our fathers, 
$'ying unto Abraham, And in thy seed shall 
all the kindreds of the earth be blessed. Un. 
to you first, God; having raised up his Son 
Jesus, sent him to bless you, in turning eve- 
By one of you from his iniquities. 


'* From the apostles it is now made fully 


evident, that the blessing to be confered up- 
on all nations and families, and as St. Peter 
has it, all kindreds of the earth, was spirit- 
ual; being justification thro’ faith in Christ 


Jesus, who was the seed spoken of: And | 
who, was sent to bless mankind, by turning 


them from their iniquities, !o serve the living 


Gop. -Thro’ whom also, the blessing of A- | 


baham came on the Gentiles, by the preach- 


‘ing ofthe gospel; and Abraham becomes 
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| est capacity, that the promises made to the 
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QUESTIONS we, 


the father of many nations according to that 
which is written ; So shall thy seed be. _ 
Thus, far it must be manifest to the low- 





fathers, embraced the salvation of the world 
by Jesus Christ. And, it is in this respect, 
that the promises, connected with the idea 
of their fulfilment, are the foundation pillars 
of the christian’s faith; aud the real sup- 
ports of his hope. Like Abraham he believes 
that what God has promised, he is able also 
to fulfil. .And not being weak in faith, he 


| staggered not at the promise through unbe- 


lief, but was strong in faith giving glory to 


| God. 


To be continuzd. 


Oe ETS 


Questions, to be hereafter answered; 





Q. Ist. When God, had finished Crea- 


| tion, he beheld, all that he had made ; ‘*And, 


behold, zt was very coop :’’—Did he love, 
what he then pronounced good. | 


2. Was the love of God, the same, to- 


wards the souls of men, after transgression, 


that it was before. 


3d. If God, be infinite and utichangeable, 
can he, be either said to begin,--or cease to 
love, any object whatever. | 



















96 “5 “POETRY: > 
= THE WONDEROUS WORKS OF GOD. 


| 3 for a lefonnts his throne tor dir et 
Tell me, ye learn’d on earth ! ! or bl above ! ! 
¢ Tearching, ye Newtonian angels ! sf tell, RAS 229 
ere, et penees orb ? ‘his planete wee? 4 
gf 25 ees Pit, - On Nature’ ae ef 


And fee a indliteia firmaments beficathiP!'] of 
A thouland fy items ! asa ae ToL! ia 
Each of:thefe ftars is: a-rehgions) hoinfe ; ae - 
ifaw their altars {moke, their inrenfe rife, : * 
And heard hofannas rin rag: Shrongh ew ry ae 
A feminary fraught future Gods. | 
© what a root !~O’ what a branch ishere! 4) 
oO what father !) what family!) ts ton f 
Worlds ! of ¢! and creations !—and. creations, 
In one agg omerated clufter, hung, 
Great ving ! on MHEEZ, on THEE the clufter hangs ; 
The filial clufter infinitely {pread * 
In glowing globes, with-various beings fraught ; 
And d¥iwkes{eearcons draught ! ) quand life. 

N. T. 


‘EanataThe'p pages, of the 2'& 3 number, if fead 

from 2.4; to "720 “ie: ey willbe regular. 
wut «=o bedi 
The Editor, r lly infers his Subforibers, that 
immediate pearee or the work, becothes neceflary, to 
a. clearing o f the eftablithment, and the carrying, of it 
hich if fpeedily re will” cea an  unipeakabl 
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